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EDITORIAL

"The Family that . . . Stays Together"
LeRoy B. Walters
was a time when the home
was, to a great extent, the center
Tof HERE
family life and activity. That day is

(solemn thought) largely a matter of
faint recollection and fond memory in
modern living. We are, therefore,
faced with the proposition of planning the family program so that
home will be the haven of happiness,
the institute of instruction and the
place of prayer God planned that it
should be.
The family that prays together has
taken the first important step toward
domestic happiness. We are not merely thinking of the formality of
"grace at the table" when we speak
of prayer. In a Christian home,
prayer should be the natural recourse
in moments of decision, in time of adversity and in the hour of affliction.
Someone has said, "God wants us to
be natural in our spiritual life and
spiritual in our natural life."- That
statement is more than a mere play
on words. Family prayer should be
more than a last resort in times of
desperation. It should bind the family
together with its "golden chain about
the feet of God."
A word should be said about public
worship in the house of God. It ought
to be the practice of every Christian
family to be in the family pew as
regularly as possible. Much time will
be saved if the family will agree to
attend the regular services of the
church unless providentially prevented. It then will not be necessary to
make decisions concerning each service.
The family must also learn the
value of honest labor. The family
must work together. In a definition
of home, someone has called it, "A
place where each lives for the other
and all live for God." There is no
better setting for lessons in cooperation, charity, and forbearance than
the Christian home. If children do
not learn the importance of "putting
Christ first" in all of life's pursuits
and plans at home, it is not very likely that they will ever be impressed to
seek Him first in maturity.
. The earning of one's bread by the
sweat of the face occupies the bulk of
our waking hours. That is perhaps
as it should be. We must, however,
(2)

seek to budget our family time so
Devotional materials for this issue
that in our effort to make a living as have been supplied by the Commisa family, we have time left to live as sion on the Home.
a family. Family finances and the
temporal needs of the household
should be discussed freely as a mumi
tual problem. An honest effort must i ii
be made in the home to maintain a
Evangelical Visitor
proper balance between worship,
work and play.
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The Family that PRAYS
Together Stays Together
Paul Hostetler
MOORE
wrote a short
editorial for the Parents' Magazine
Eentitled,
"Thank God for Families!"
VERETT

BAKER

A few lines which linger fragrantly
are as follows:
"Families are for holidays and holy
days, for birthdays and anniversaries
and vacation days. But most of all,
families are for every-day, so that
little people growing up learn what it
is to belong to something bigger than
just themselves; something from
which, if they give of themselves,
they can take more than they will
ever need.
"Families are love woven into a
great shawl that keeps Mother and
Father, Sister and Brother and me
warm when all the world is cold."
Everyone knows that the above
statements are true when families
are functioning as God intended them
to. But almost everyone also knows
the stark reality of many homes
which have either lost or never had
April 23, 1956

the entwining cords of family togetherness. And, paradoxical as it might
seem, many Christian parents will
admit that they have never achieved
a united family spirit in their homes.
Pastors and Christian workers
view with alarm the strained relations in homes to which they minister. Although distraught parents
might not realize it, these people desire to come to their assistance,
rather than criticize them for having
made a failure in rearing a family.
The family of today is like a rapidly spinning wheel which centrifugal
force is trying to fling in any and all
directions. The faster the wheel spins,
the greater is the force threatening
to break it to pieces. In a family unit,
all members are as spokes in the
wheel, and all need to be fastened
securely to the central hub—faith in
God, or the impelling force of satanic
devices will scatter them into the
world of sin.

Every family needs an altar to secure the attachment to the central
hub. Something happens when the
family prays together. The feeling
of family solidarity grows. Divisive
irritations are cleansed away. Intimacies are lifted to a hallowed level.
The eternal gives a sense of permanence to family ties.
When is the best time to start the
family altar? Men who know the
force of habits, both good and bad,
say that if a family has not started
family devotions yet, the time is today! If you have been married fifty
years and have never had family
prayers, start today. If you have
been married a year, a month, or are
being married today, be sure to pray
together today.
A young man of my acquaintance
talks with reverence of the first time
he and his wife prayed together. It
was the eve of their wedding day,
and they were at last together alone
(3)

in a little cabin hidden away in a
beautiful grove of evergreens. As
they reviewed the rich experiences of
that delightful day in their lives, they
suddenly sensed in a new way how
good God had been to them.
Then that bride of only a few
hours reached into her suitcase and
got her Bible. She handed it to her
husband. With eyes sparkling with
love, she said, "Let's start our family
worship today!" That family altar
has withstood the test of time.
A chaplain, after telling of those
men in World War II who tramped
on and on without spiritual hope, had
this to say to parents.
"My dear friends, place no value
on anything you have or anything
anybody else has unless it directly or
indirectly contributes to the Christian training of your children and
those of your neighbors. Regardless
of what it may bring you—ridicule,
social ostracism, persecution, or
death—build and maintain a family
altar now. You have no right to eat
or sleep with children in your homes
untaught in the ways of Christ, until
you obey the command of God and
teach them His Word."
The saying that the family which
prays together, stays together is not
just a clever way of saying something. The truth of the remark has
been proven in human experience
again and again.
A child cannot hear the voice of his
father and mother in prayer without
that very experience prompting him
to be a better person. In a certain
home, two little children have a tendency to become very restless during
prayer until Daddy or Mamma mention their names and ask God to help
them in specific problems which the
children recognize. How they listen
then!
One little child, with a very evident
note of disappointment, told her Daddy that he had forgotten to pray for
her during family worship. That
father—God bless him—told his little
girl he was sorry, and then, taking
her hand, he dropped on his knees
again and prayed for his daughter.
The girl never forgot it.
A family of new Christians was on
the verge of a breakup in a western
Pennsylvania home. Mom and Dad
honestly differed on methods of rearing their teen-age sons and the entire
family was drifting apart. Then they
were urged to found a family altar.
Making time for family prayer
proved to be difficult, for the mother
worked outside the home. However,
* not only did they establish a family
altar, but their regular, united prayers healed old sores and fused individual aims into one common goal—to

(i)

please God. Harmony now reigns between husband and wife, and the sons
are looking forward to college training and service for Christ.
Some Christians are not convinced
of the importance of the family altar.
One pastor was sceptical regarding
its need until he discovered that a
teen-age son of one of the leading
families in the church insisted that
he could not pray aloud.
"Pray like your parents do," urged
the minister.
"But I've never heard Dad or Mom
pray," was the startling rejoinder.
Thereupon the disillusioned pastor
had a special service, stressing the
importance of regular family prayer,
and called for decisions to establish
family altars. The majority of his
congregation responded, and he has
observed a definite change for the
better in some troubled homes.
Joel Darby, president of the Christian Home League, which works entirely in the area of founding family
altars in Christian homes, learned the
value of family prayers the hard way.
For eight years the Darbys had an
off-and-on prayer altar; then their
little girl fell dangerously ill. At the
hospital bed, the Darbys recognized
their prayer failure. Confessing their
sin, they promised God they would revive the family altar. Almost as
quickly, the daughter began a remarkable recovery which the Darbys credit to God.
Now—after all—is the family altar
something which, although too important to be ignored, is so distasteful that it is difficult to maintain? In
many cases the answer is yes, but it
need not be so. The family prayer
time can be interesting. It must be interesting! If a family is interested
in something, it will find time for it.
In one Christian home, the little
boy of five canChardly wait until the
evening meal is over. He enjoys
family worship. He races over to the
shelf and brings the Bible Story Book
for his daddy to read. Daddy reads
the story as though it were for the
very first time! Then the family
sings together—children's choruses,
of course. And then each one prays.
And children like to pray, perhaps
more so than adults, sometimes.
It cannot be over-emphasized that
family devotion time should be interesting, challenging and exciting! The
clay is past when the man of the
house does the whole thing himself,
and the rest of the family just "listen
in."
Many things in life are largely a
matter of making up one's mind. So
it is with the matter of having family
worship in our homes. We must first
of all make up our minds that we will

follow this all-important practice.
This can be done by settling upon a
definite time of the day and holding
rigidly to it, giving it priority over
everything else. (Let's take time to
read that last sentence again.)
* Someone has said, "True family
worship is a vase of perfume that
sheds fragrance over all." Hearts
that are drawn together at God's feet
every day cannot wander far apart.
The altar in the midst wonderfully
hallows and sweetens the home fellowship. It keeps the fire burning
on every heart's altar.

The challenge, in the words of
Grace Noll Crowell, is:
Rear you an altar that will last forever:
Longer than any shaft or marble dome;
Erect it there beside your own hearthfire,
The chaste, white family altar in the home.
Chisel the Word of God upon the waiting
Hearts and minds of the dear ones gathered
there—
The blowing sands of time will not erase it.
No friction dim the imprint of your prayer.
For memory will hold those chisled letters.
And prayer shall be embedded in the heart.
0 Father, Mother, rear the lasting altar,
And the children whom you love will not
depart
From the way of life . . . The Word will last
forever, •
Though earth and heaven itself should pass
away—
If you have not as yet begun the building
Of that eternal altar—start today!
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" \ A / 0 R K F 0 R T H E n ^ h t is coming"
VV —"All work and no play"—
"The work of thy fingers"—. Work!
Work! W o r k ! What is work? One
dictionary says it is "to exert physical or mental power." But isn't it true
that sometimes the most strenuous
exercise is called play? Work probably embodies the idea of t h a t which
is distasteful, or at least t h a t which
must be done. Perhaps if we discover
ways of making work more fun, the
whole family will enjoy doing it together.
Work from the family standpoint
may be divided into several different
phases—that which the father does
by himself, t h a t which the mother
does by herself and t h a t in which the
children have a share. The different
types of work in which fathers are
engaged definitely effect the family.
Some a r e fortunate enough to be able
to be about their families a great p a r t
of each day while others must work
away from home eight, ten hours or
more. Assuming t h a t the mother is
at home during the day, it is readily
understood t h a t there is very little of
her work t h a t he can share or of his
work t h a t she can share. We might
ask then how can the family work together ?
Is it possible to budget the hours
in each day so t h a t all of the necessary work is done and there is stili
time to pray and play together? 1
think so! Let us consider some of
the ways in which a family can work
together. Whose fault is it if the;
mother is a slave to her house-work .'
Ten-year-old Mary would gladly help
clean up the house, but mother says
in a scolding way, "You r u n along
and play. You just can't clean to
suit
me!"
Perhaps
six-year-old
Dorothy is slow a t doing the dishes,
but the only way she will ever learn
and get speed is by doing. Children
don't learn nearly as well by seeing
something done as by doing it themselves.
Let me quote from Mrs. Alta Mae
E r b ' s book "Christian N u r t u r e of
Children." "The home is where people learn to work. While one may
play at' dishwashing, yet there is a
compulsion about this act t h a t distinguishes it from play. No one is
brought up in the way he should be if
he does not learn to work and enjoy
it. The attitude of the members of
the home who do the housekeeping
can easily become the attitude of the
children. Too often the elders act as
if housekeeping or farm chores are
something to be endured and got out
of the way as quickly as possible so
they, can enjoy life. This spirit is
very undesirable and is one great factor in spoiling the homes of today.
April 23, 1956

Self-confidence in a child's ability to
do work well makes the task much
more pleasant. Attitudes toward
work are t a u g h t and caught, not
born into us. I doubt if there is a
lazy child. Observe the energy they
will put forth in play."
If these proper attitudes toward
work are so i m p o r t a n t in the child,
can't we see t h a t the best way to instill them is by working with t h e
child? F o r t u n a t e is the little girl
whose mother lets her help with the
house-work even though at first her
efforts are far from perfect. And

Mrs. Harold E.

Zercher

fortunate is the young wife who finds
t h a t her husband was not carefully
shielded from house-work because he
was a boy! The spirit of all workingtogether until the task is finished
makes for happiness in the home.
Since our example as parents speaks
much louder than our words, let us
not forget t h a t our work habits will
probably be reproduced in our children. Most of us have known lazy
fathers who scarcely did an honest
day's work in their whole lives. Is it
not true t h a t most of the children in
such a home a r e shiftless and irresponsible?
How can we teach our children to
work cheerfully and well? How can
we avoid the constant demand for re-

The Family that WORKS
Together Stays Together

(5)

muneration for each job and the
whining "Mother, must I do it?"
From early childhood the child should
be taught that he is a part of the
family unit and has his place to fill.
He must realize that certain duties
and responsibilities go along with the
blessings of belonging. He should be
taught perhaps first of all to put his
toys away. As he gets older such
regular duties as dishes and keeping
his room in order should be part of
the child's routine. I doubt if there
can be a truly happy family where
the children are not taught to do work
around the house. Remember, if your
children do not do the work they
should do, run off and play or make a
slave of you by their demanding
ways, it is your own fault. We
will be repaid many times in later
life for the effort it takes to teach our
children to work.
We have all heard the young girl
about to be married say regretfully
"I can't cook a thing, Mother never
taught me." Think of all the wasted
hours when that mother could have
been helping. and sharing in her
daughter's preparation for future
happiness. Perhaps we have heard

the teen-age boy say, "I never learned
to know my father. He was too busy
with his work and after work activities to teach me how to do anything."
Maybe planting, hoeing and weeding a garden are work. Maybe cleaning up the yard and keeping the lawn
in shape are work. Those who live
on a farm realize that feeding and
caring for the anmials and all the
other jobs are work. But they are also wonderful opportunities to teach
our children a cheerful attitude toward work. They can be times when
we share each other's personalities
and help the children to appreciate
the family ties.
In Genesis 2:2 we are told that on
the seventh day God "rested from all
his work." We also read that man
should do all his work in six days. We
realize that for a happy well-rounded
life work is inescapable. Let us analyze our own attitudes toward work
and then determine to teach our children a good healthy respect for
honest work, never forgetting that
the family that works together stays
together.
Waynesboro, Pa.

How the

C H U R C H and H O M E
Can Work Together

entered the door
The receptionist took his
TcardHEagain.
in, came back and said, "Mr.
SALESMAN

Jones will see you now."
He smiled to himself. Success at
last. He greeted Mr. Jones cordially
and went on to tell him about the insurance which he thought was good
for Mr. Jones. And Mr. Jones signed
on the dotted line.
As he handed the paper back to the
salesman, Mr. Jones smiled and said,
"You ought to feel good about this.
1 threw out seven insurance salesmen
today before you came."
"Yes, I know," was the reply, "I
was all seven of them."
Now there's an odd and important
fact: When you need insurance, the
salesman will come to tell you about
it, write you about it, telephone you
about it, give you no peace until he's
sold you on it. But there are few
. such salesmen for the more important
things in life.
Suppose somebody needs insurance
and he also needs training for having
(6)

an effective home. Which will he
buy? Probably the insurance, for the
salesman
will keep reminding him.
WThat salesman goes after the parents to remind them that they need
books and magazines, classes and
ideas, for setting up effective Christian homes? Unless the church does
so, or possibly the school, there's
almost nobody who will get parents
to prepare for the chief work of their
lives as homemakers: building a
Christian home.

Does your church organize itself
very much to help parents build
Christian homes? If so, it is quite
exceptional. Very few churches have
done so. But all churches admit the
great importance of Christian homes.
For one thing, the church can take
a leaf from its stewardship campaigns by following a philosophy
somewhat like this:
If gathering money for the support
of the work of the church is important enough that we go to every
member each year with requests, explanations, and know-how; if we
train the people who make these
visits; if we talk about it often in
sermons and Sunday school lessons;
if we provide envelopes and records
and all the necessary tools for the
success of money stewardship—then
we should do that also for the home.
In fact, we should do more for the
home, inasmuch as children are more
important than dollars.
But just exactly what can the
church do to cooperate with the
parents and families in building
better Christian homes?
We offer the following suggestions
for the consideration of your church:
1. Use of the Bible class for family
life discussions in regular Bible study
whenever the occasion arises, which
is often. Should people be kind?
That concerns the home. Should they
support the church? The home can
teach it. Should they be happy?
That means a happy home life.
2 Use of the Bible class one
quarter a year for direct family life
topics: What advantages and disadvantages did Adam and Eve have in
their training? Why did Cain do
wrong, having the same ancestry as
Abel ? Would the family devotions of
Job 1:5 be resented by young
people of today? How could a bad
father like Saul have a good son like
Jonathan? Wherein did David fail
his children? Reconstruct the family
life of Zebedee's family. How did
Eunice manage to train her boy?
What advantages and disadvantages
were hers? (Acts 16:1,4; II Timothy
1:1-5 and 3:14-16). There is an endless amount of such material in God's
book.
3. Family life plays. Ask your
church supply house or The Christian
Parent for sources.
4. Demonstration of various ways
of having devotions.
5. Appointment of a member in
each organization of the church to
search presented topics for ways of
applying the topic to the home situation. Meeting of these "family life
experts" quarterly or at least annually to plan a program of family ma(Continued on page eight)
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There's Lots of
GOLD
at Fort Knox
and in
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A load of "gold" is mined by Superintendent Elam 0. Dohner.

Adair County, Kentucky
ENTUCKY, colorful and dramatic,
K
produces its Abe Lincolns. The
Brethren in Christ, working in Adah-

Church property and facilities are
Tangible evidence in the effort to
achieve self-support is indicated by being steadily improved. Convenan increase in local offerings of over iences have been installed at Ella and
70% during the past 6 years. The Knifley; a new clinic building was
local constituency has purchased a dedicated at Knifley on March 18,
40' x 64' tent for evangelistic pur- 1954; General Conference of 1955 approved the sale of the Garlin parsonposes.
In March 1956 the Adair County age with the prospects of erecting a
young people organized at the Fair- new parsonage near the Beulah
view (Ella) church with 100 young Chapel Church; plans are developing
people present. Three Christ's Cru- to build a church at Knifley to resaders units are organized. There are place Gospel Hall; a jeep and a home
freezer have been added to the list of
four W. M. P. C.'s.
equipment; property indebtedness to
the Board is cleared for all three
points.

County, are striving to bring today's
generation to a living relationship
with the Lord.
Forty years ago the Brethren in
Christ were unknown in the south
central Kentucky county, but today
seven churches and several other
preaching appointments serve this
rural area. With a positive witness
of the power of God to transform
lives, and living examples of victorious living, the church's influence has
a profound effect upon the area.
Kentucky citizens . have achieved
greats stature in our nation's life.
Henry Clay, Abraham Lincoln, Alben
Barkley, John Sherman Cooper—
these are but a few Kentuckians who
have been honored on the national
scene. Bro. and Sister W. F. Allison
who went to be with their Lord late
in 1954, hold a cherished place in the
memories of all who knew them.
A baptismal service at Sulphur Springs
Sister Ballou, one of the pillars in the
early days of the work, outlived and (above).
The first Bible School of the Brethren in
outloved her critics and the testimony Christ Church conducted by Albert and Marof her life was not lost at her passing. gie Engle in May 1928 (right).

INDIGENOUS WORK EMERGING

The Kentucky mission field centers
in three points, Garlin, Knifley, and
Ella. Rev. E. 0. Dohner, mission
superintendent, serves at the Ella
station which lies geographically
mid-way between Garlin and Knifley.
The Garlin and Knifley stations were
advanced to the status of mission
pastorates at the General Conference
of 1953. Bishop P. B. Friesen serves
as pastor at Knifley. Rev. Wilbur
Benner is pastor at Garlin.
April 23, 1956

PROBLEMS OF THE GROWING CHURCH

As the Kentucky Church gains
strength, the Devil contests every
step forward. It is the prayer and
concern of the workers that the
spiritual fervor will grow in the lives
of the established believers and that

Beulah Chapel one mile east of Garlin
Mission built in 1941-42.

hungry hearts might be led into the
rich things of God. With 60% of the
attendants at some of the meetingplaces under twenty years of age,
there is a tremendous challenge to
capture their interest and rescue
them from the snares of the enemy.

Home Missions Treasurer: Rev. Dale TJlery. 412 Dakota Ave., springfieia, OWo

(7)

I

Dividends for Home
Mission Workers

Evangel Clinic was dedicated in 1954. The Knifley parsonage is shown to the right.

A major problem is that there is
very little industry in Adair County
and many of the most promisingyoung people leave the area for
profitable employment in the large
cities to the north. One Sunday School
had to change superintendents four
times within a year as a result of this
problem.
The resourcefulness of the leadership is challenged to overcome the
lack of initiative so prevalent in the
community. The development of a
more active social program for the
young people is seeing gains in this
area. The young folks attending high
school are making rapid strides and
give promise of an awakened community.
FIRST TENT SERVICES IN 1919

In answer to the prayers of several
mothers concerned for their families, the Lord led the Brethren in
Christ to this spiritually starving
community in 1919. Bro. M. L.
Dohner and a party of workers conducted the first service in a school house at Garlin on July 4, 1919. The
first convert was "a genteel, respected
Negro lady, Aunt Belle."
Spiritual hunger was open and apparent, encouraging several meetings in the summer of 1919 and again
in the following summers. In the
meetings of 1920 crowds estimated at
over a thousand gathered at the meeting places. Many came out of curiosity, but the Lord spoke to hearts
and there was a ready response to the
call of the Gospel. Bro. Walter
Reighard served on the Kentucky
field from 1921-24.
Following two years without a resident pastor, Albert and Margie Engle
answered the call to Kentucky in
1927, locating near Garlin. During
1928 Bro. Engle had regular preach' ing appointments in three communities, increasing this to five in 1929.
FIRST VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
(8)

•

The Engle's conducted what is believed to be the first Vacation Bible
School of the Brethren in Christ
Church during the summer of 1928.
The response was so encouraging that
Bible Schools became a very important tool in the work from that point
on. Of the 70 workers assigned to
the Kentucky field by the Home Mission Board most of them have had
considerable training in the science
of conducting Bible Schools. Nine of
these served later on the African mission field and four in India. Numerous other workers have served actively in the program of the Church from
Florida to Saskatchewan.
Adair County has long been
plagued by poor roads, lack of police
protection, and lack of medical facilities. The Brethren in Christ tackled
the latter of these problems. Beginning with Sister Engle, a registered
nurse, there have been a total of nine
nurses who have given medical service to the residents of these isolated
communities. This has graduated to
the fine Knifley clinic of today.
Through nursing care many opportunities for witnessing to troubled
hearts have come, with fruit in the
kingdom of God.
LOOKING AHEAD

The Kentucky Church expects to
keep growing. With a present active
membership of 76 and a S. S. enrollment of 400, local leadership is emerging. There are hungry hearts all
around longing for deliverance from
the bondage of sin. The body of
faithful believers are living conviction on their neighbors and a harvest
of souls is anticipated.
Vision is enlarging in Kentucky. In
all directions from the present Kenlucky field needy places are seen calling for help. The new works in Tennessee and Cincinnati represent this
vision in action. "Where there is no
vision the people perish."

Few opportunities can come to a
.Brethren in Christ young person that
will match an assignment under the
Home Mission Board. Largely unwritten is the history of the many victories won in the lives of Christian
workers newly sent to the mission
field.
Those men whom the Church has
placed on the Home Mission Board
have had innumerable opportunities
of sharing in crucial battles faced by
the workers. But the experiences encountered in Home Missions serve to
test the metal of the individual and
demonstrate the resources of God.
Air castles come tumbling to earth;
weak knees strengthened; and life is
richer to those who profit by the disciplinss of Home Mission work.
The present corps of workers (120
of them) and many former workers
owe a debt of gratitude to those men
whose understanding counsel has advanced the kingdom of God, not only
at their stations but within their own
lives.
Vital personal relationships with
these Christian gentlemen is a priceless dividend for Home Mission work.
—/. W. H.

The Church and Home
(Continued from page six)
terials for their subject. Development
of more "experts."
6. Family life lectures by Christian educators.
7. Family life movies and films
with discussions. Filmstrips with recordings.
8. Open house for Sunday School.
Open house for the Christian school.
Activities to make the children homedevotions conscious.
9. Gripe sessions (with care that
they are directed constructively).
Even if they only give the worried
ones a chance to speak out their
worries, they are very helpful.
10. Observance of Christian Family Week, May 6-18. Family Day is
May 6.
11. Brief addresses by the pastor,
or preferably by some other "expert"
after the church services, on the fundamentals for parents.
12. A tract rack and an attendant
who knows the importance of keeping it stocked with attractive tracts
for parent and for children.
Evangelical Visitor

13. Special awards — a book, a
camping trip, or other inducements,
to the teachers who visit the homes of
their children periodically.
14. Announcements in the bulletin,
and if possible personal announcements during or after the church service, to explain the educational program of the congregation, and to suggest the cooperation of the home.
15. A group of home visitors
trained and equipped to demonstrate
how to tell Bible stories, to explain
how to conduct devotions, and to discuss parent problems in their visits.
A Home Visitation Week in which
elders make visits for this purpose.
16. Family nights or parent nights
in the church.
17. Father-son, mother-daughter,
Sunday school parents, or school parents banquets, with a talk and discussion of home-school-church cooperation.
18. A series of three (or more)
panel discussions on how to handle
sex problems in the home.
19. A series of six (or whatever
number seems possible) meetings of
young people thinking of marriage in
the near future, for the discussion of
building Christian homes.
20. Writing a weekly column in the
newspaper on family life devotions.
21. Radio skits or talks over smalltown radio stations.
22. Sunday school PTA's and
church school PTA's, not only using
the homes to get help for the church
program, but also to give help with
the home program.
23. Arrangements of the church
and school program so that at least
tvro "Home Nights" remain conducive to happy evenings.
24. Campaigns to stimulate parents into buying Christian literature
and much of it, especially the kind
children will read. There should not
be one or two good books in the home,
but the home should be flooded with
them, so that any time Jim or Mary
does not know what to do, there is
another Christian book or magazine
which appeals to him.
25. Schools and Sunday schools
should supply good libraries of juvenile and parent books and sell their
use to the people. Consecrated and
enterprising libraries must work out
a good system of loaning them and do
many novel things to sponsor home
reading of good Christian reading
materials. The church and the school
must take a hand in being reading salesmen, and not relent until the
dotted line is filled in and homes are
flooded with interesting Christian
reading.
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After Five Weeks
in
AFRICA
" I like Africa very much
and have learned to love
these people already. "

Mildred M y e r s

after midnight on January
Son 12,
I was well aware that we were
the high seas and that this time 1
HORTLY

was not dreaming!
We had a very delightful trip across the Atlantic on the African
Star freighter, with calm and peaceful seas most of the time. 1 spent
many hours studying the sea, sky and
cloud effects. Among the twelve
passengers was a fine young missionary couple returning to Nigeria; we
had some fine times together sharing
various experiences. We were indeed
grateful to the Lord for giving us
the opportunity of Christian fellowship with this couple while on the
boat.
Twenty days after embarking at
New York, we arrived in Capetown,
happy to set foot on solid ground
again. We spent three days in Capetown waiting for our motor car to be
inspected, etc., before starting north.
We arrived at Mtshabezi Mission in
the afternoon of February 5.
It was Sunday and they were having services when we arrived. It was
the first Sunday of the month and
therefore Members' Meeting day. Before half an hour had •passed, we were
on the platform giving greetings. It
was a blessed thrill to face the
Brethren in Christ Church of Africa.
Is it not wonderful to know that God
loves us all with the same love?
Nearly five weeks have passed
since I arrived in Africa. The climate,
scenery, customs, language, etc.,
are very different from what I have
been used to. I found the weather a
very big change—from the dead of
winter in the States to summer time

By our newest missionary in Africa

here. As for the scenery, I think it
is just beautiful. I fail to find words
to express the beauties of these kopjes which surround our mission. One
can always find something new in
them.
The past two Sundays I attended
the Sunday services at outstations.
Enroute to and from the outstations,
we visited some villages, meeting
some people who were hungry for the
Gospel and others who said they had
attended services when children, but
had stopped. / was deeply moved by
these visits. I find in Africa that a
great work has been done but I also
see that there is much that yet needs
to be done before the Lord returns
for His own.
I have enjoyed the blessed fellowship of the missionaries since here; it
has meant so much to me.
The Mtshabezi Mission car sat in
the middle of the Lumene River for a
while on our way to an outstation
one Sunday—an experience which I
shall never forget.
I like Africa very much and have
learned to love these people already.
The days ahead are unknown to me,
but I know the God who has led me
here will give sustaining grace
through every difficulty—and for all
my needs.
"He who answers Christ's insistent
call,
Must give himself, his life, his all
Without one backward look."
Mildred Myers
*
*
*
From a personal letter of Sister
Hensel's, we extract these few additional items: "We docked Monday

Foreign Missions Treasurer: Rev. Carl triery, 1332 Maiden Lane, Springfield, Ohio
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evening and could not get the car until Thursday afternoon; we therefore
left bright and early on Friday morning. We were two very happy people
when we saw Joe Ginder waiting on
the pier and learned he was to drive
the car to Rhodesia. We were also
happy to see the Kipes (on holiday)
and to spend a few days with them at
the Andrew Murray Missionary
Home, especially as Brother Kipe and
Mildred have known each other from
childhood."

Bishop Wolgemuth
Writes

school up until the last minute, teaching up
until Wednesday afternoon.
"Sunday morning teacher Muleya gave
the message and then in the afternoon we
went on our way to Livingstone. The teachers and school boys marched to Muleyas
village ahead of the motor car and sang as
they went. Quite a few of the village folks
from around Sikalongo were there to see
them off. At Choma we found the Sterns,
Edna Lehman, Anna Eyster, and Ruth
Mwaanga there to say goodbye to the Muleyas. (Rain had hindered a farewell trip
to Macha Mission.)
"We got to Livingstone a few minutes before 8 p. m. and found Brothers Climenhaga
and Joe Ginder there to meet us at the
Northwestern Hotel. The next morning we
had breakfast at 7:30, thinking the Muleyas
would be leaving from the airport at 10:00
a. m. After dashing around getting a few
last things for them, we were off to the
airport, only to find that their plane would
be at least 24 hours late. Disappointed . . .
Brother Climenhaga had to leave.

I have just come from our missionaries in N. Bihar. We surely had a
blessed time with them as well as
with the Willms and Books in Japan.
God is doing a new thing in India,
and I am rejoicing.
It was a joy to be with Billy (Graham) in Hong Kong and Tokyo. The
Lord surely brought tremendous
blessing through his ministry in this
part of the world. Foremost is the
fact that the National church leaders
in these countries have been stirred
and have experienced a new touch
from God.
I leave India in about a week, and
then will spend several weeks in
Europe on my way home. I continue
Anna Kettering village visiting in Northern Rhodesia. "Suffer the little children to
to need your prayers.
come unto Me.'' The background is decid(Excerpts from a personal letter edly
characteristic.
written from India.)

Enroute to U. S. A.
Sister Anna Engle left Bulawayo
for the port at Beira, March 28, to
begin her voyage home. She gave
farewell at Wanezi Mission, where
she spent the most of this third term
in Bible School work, on the Sunday
before. Not all could get into our
little church; there were 329 present.
Many of the Bible School graduates
were in—also M. Kumalo who had
charge of the service.

From the Letter-Bag
From Sikalongo Mission, N. Rhodesia,
comes echoes of the Farewell for the Muleyas, our first African church members to
come to America (Brother Jonathan Muleya
is now studying at Messiah College): "Friday evening was the farewell program for
teacher Muleya and I thought the teachers
and boys did very well. By the time it was
all over I even think Teacher Muleya enjoyed it! Saturday afternoon we had a farewell tea for them at the Mission and there
were some thirty present, including the
children. In the evening we had a C. S. L.
meeting at which time we chose the patrol
leaders for C. S. L. Camp in April. I asked
teacher Muleya if he would like to take
charge of the meeting and he was ready to
do it. He was active in the work of the
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"Tuesday morning we were told the plane
would leave at 7:30 in the evening. . . At
4:30, as we were enjoying a little snack of
ice « - eam and biscuits, we saw the B. O. A.
C. bus go by. We told the Muleyas to put
on their traveling clothes quickly and drive
with us to the airport to see what was going
on. We got there at 5:00 and found that the
plane had arrived and was planning to
leave just as soon as all the passengers had
arrived. We had tea with the Muleyas at
the airport and at 5:30 sharp their plane
took off! It was quite a thrill to see them
take to the air and to think that in two or
three days they would be in America, the
Lord willing. Now we are looking forward
to a report of their trip and of their first
impressions of America."
Anna Kettering

Pray for the home school of Brother
Muleya, which was struck by lightning on
the 24th of February. Two children were
killed by lightning and one was sent to Lusaka Hospital for skin grafting. "We know
this will harden the hearts of many at that
school," says Jonathan. "Why?" you ask.
The minds of the people will be busy with
superstitious fears and will be suspicious as
to who caused the lightning, etc., to the extent that the fear of God will be crowded
out, unless we pray.
* * *
Isaac Munsanje of Macha Mission passed
away suddenly on the 16th of February. His
wife, a nurse at Macha in earlier days, writ-

ing to Sister Verda Moyer says: "I am glad
that my husband was a Christian. When we
were bringing him from the hospital, he
said, 'I know I have no sin in my heart, God,
if this your will do it.' I do not have many
words to write to you, but I ask you to extend my sorrows to the Church there. I especially ask you to pray for me and my
children who are left fatherless that they
grow in the love of Christ."

Have you had your—

Mission Handbook Quiz?
Copies for each participant available
from the Secretaries of the Mission
Boards.

A Precious Experience
A dear grandmother, who had been sickly much of her life became quite ill. We
had visited this home of her daughter's
where she was staying many times before
and found a warm welcome. She came to
church one time and enjoyed it. Many times
while she was sick we had prayer in the
home for her. At times she was better but
soon had to be back in bed again. She wanted to get saved and so we prayed with her
and she prayed. We felt she was sincere
and honest in heart. She formerly lived in
the country and didn't have church privileges. She did not believe in saint worship and was clean from any faith in the
many saints of Cuba—free from Catholic
teaching, too, which is unusual. She said
she had always believed in God, but never
seemed to understand what it meant to accept Christ. We visited every day in this
home with the exception of 3 or 4 days for
over a month. We would read the Bible and
pray and it seemed to comfort her heart.
Her daughter and family are a choice
family in Cuatro Caminos and how we
would like to win them to Christ! You
have been praying for this home—the Garcia girls and grandmother. Well, Tuesday
this grandmother peacefully passed into
eternity. It was such a comfort to the family to know that she had faith in Christ
Jesus. The most of the relatives are Catholics and some wanted to call the priest but
the family said, "Never, never." Instead
they said, "You can have a service at the
funeral." We were told that this was the
first Christian funeral in this town.
It isn't the custom to have a service at a
funeral, so we thank God with all our
hearts for this open door. We had Rev.
Gustavo Puerto, a holiness minister to interpret and to give a message in Spanish
that would be understood by the Catholics.
Many soldiers in uniform were present and
many Catholics heard the Gospel for the
first time as it was a large funeral. We
had a few words at the grave. We feel this
was a great victory that we had been praying for. The family just seemed to cling
to us. Now we want you to join us in prayer
for the Salvation of the entire family. The
granddaughters, seventeen and eighteen
years of age speak a little English.
Howard and Pearl Wolgemuth
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Samuel Wclgemuth

reports on his visit to the MCC Medical Unit in Java.
"Their spiritual need was His
greatest concern, but He did not
overlook the other."
Far left: Di\ Hoffman operates on an
absess close to the eye. Other views:
The native clinic staff sings to the folk
outside the clinic; the doctor operates
on a trachoma patient, and examines another.
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from every direction.
Bicycles, donkey carts and heavily
Tcalloused
feet suggested the different
CAME

means of travel. Several came from
a village twenty-four miles away. It
meant they had left home early in the
morning and would not return until
late that night.
All have one purpose in mind. They
need help. They have come to the
right place. Here are folk who know
Iipw to give them that help. Even
more valuable is the fact that these
folk love them. They are here in the
name of Christ, constrained by the
love of Christ, to minister to their
needs.
First, all are seated on the dispensary veranda. The greatest need is
spiritual. One is so conscious of that
fact out here. • The multitudes without knowledge of Christ create a
gnawing in your heart. Can we not
do more to help them learn of Jesus?
This is one way to reach them. A native minister tells of the Balm for the
diseased soul. He represents a Mennonite group here in Java that numbers about 5000. The work was begun almost 100 years ago by Dutch
Mennonite missionaries. The message is simple and clear. An invitation is also extended to all to attend
the regular services at the nearby
newly-constructed church.
Then the immaculately white-clad
medical staff goes into action. Dr.
Glenn Hoffman is the physician in
charge. His two assistants work
with him forming an efficient, experienced team. In addition there are six
April 23, 1956

Christian Javanese young people who
help in readying patients, sterilizing
instruments, and in carrying out the
101 details that go with the task of
treating 145 patients.
This first man has a skin disease.
He presents a tragic picture. "Can
you help him?" I ask the doctor.
"Yes, the treatment is quite simple,
and in about two weeks, if he obeys
my instruction and takes the medicine, he'll be as good as new."
Another has an inflamed foot. It
had been seriously bruised and became infected. It reminds me that
the huge loads these people carry on
their heads must be borne by their
feet. The owner watches intently as
the doctor carefully inspects the injury. Then comes the injection, some
medicine, a clean white bandage and
the patient is on his way to recovery.
And so the procession moves by: a
number with serious tubercular conditions must come regularly for injections and much needed food supplements, five with trachoma, the
dreaded eye disease that brings blindness unless medical care can be provided. In each case minor operations
are performed. The condition is
caused by a contraction of the eyelid
which draws the eyelash hair against
the eyeball. Each time the lid is
moved the hair irritates the eye. In
a short time blindness results. One
woman of the group had already lost
one eye through the dread disease.
After the operation, with the bandage over the good but diseased eye,
she had to be led away by members of
her family. What a satisfaction to
realize that in a short time she would
have one healthy eye, thus being
saved from complete blindness.
They continue to come: babies suffering from malnutrition, children
with protruding tummies that indicate parasites in great numbers liv-

ing inside, young people prematurely
aged because of disease, and older
folk appearing much older than their
years because of the lack of medical
care.
I'm reminded of Jesus who likewise ministered to the physical needs
of the people. Their spiritual need
was His greatest concern, but He did
not overlook the other.
This MCC unit in Kudus, Java,
under the direction of Robert Miller,
Orrie Millers' son, is doing an excellent piece of work. We can be justly
proud that we have a share in this
type of ministry and grateful for consecrated I-W men like Dr. Glenn who
thus gives striking evidence of his
convictions as a conscientious objector. This is not a negative approach
to the needs of men in a time of crisis,
but a clearly-defined, positive one. Let
us not forget to pray for these who
thus faithfully serve.

The new Dutch Mennonite church by the clinic.
Built completely indigenously.
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HOME
recreation was once considered a luxury—a luxury in both
time and money. Now it is a necessity. The family that does not put
recreation in the same budget with
food, clothing, housing and education
is denying itself one of the basic
needs of life.
In the traditional agrarian way of
life recreation was hardly a problem.
The farm constituted the family enterprise, and physical exercise and
diversion could hardly have been
avoided. Planned recreation was
missing, it is true, but the line between work and play was sometimes
a tenuous one, and perhaps the distinction was more psychological than
physical. Husking corn in the field
or at the husking bee really amounted
to the same thing, but one was called
labor and the other recreation. When
mid-day lunches were eaten everyday
under a shady tree in the field, the
AMILY

idea of a picnic struck one as being a
bit commonplace. Perhaps planned
recreation was necessary in those
days to relieve families from the
grinding boredom of farm tasks, but
what little play time could be arranged was probably participated in
by every member of the family as a
unit.
Our m o d e r n technology has
changed all that. The automobile
makes it possible for the family, like
Don Quixote, to charge off in all directions at the same time. The simple
homemade recreations have been replaced by expensive "boughten" ones;

Wendell Harmon

The Family that PLAYS
Together Stays Together
we Americans are no longer satisfied
with a camping trip in a leaky tent,
but insist that we can have a good
time only if we are at an exclusive
spot. Mass communications have
caused our tastes in recreation to become highly sophisticated. Who would
think of taking a walk just for
the fun of it when they give us the
impression on television that our time
is wasted unless we can see the countryside from the genuine-leather seat
of an English sports car?
Mid-twentieth century culture has
changed not only the type of recreation in which we indulge, but it has
also increased our need of it. Once a
predominately rural nation, we have
now become a highly urbanized country in which 46 percent of the population is living in metropolitan areas
and only 16 percent on farms. As our
involvement in the tedium of the in(12)

dustrial and business community becomes greater our need for diversion
also increases. The endless lines of
traffic flowing out of our big cities
on Friday nights offer eloquent evidence that the American city-dweller
is desperate to escape his daily routine—even if he has to fight crowds
just as large or larger at the most
convenient mountain resort or seaside
park. Nerves that have become unstitched during the week must somehow be soothed and salved over the
weekend, and the American people
find themselves sacrificing other important values in the mad search for
relaxation and release.
What is this doing to the American
family? It all offers great possibilities for family participation, but few
of us are taking adequate advantage
of the new recreational techniques.
The emphasis now is on a specialized
type of recreation for each member of
the family, while activities for the
family as a unit are minimized. The
local YMCA beckons to brother,
while some girls' activities interest
big sister. Mother becomes involved
in PTA, while father would just as
soon go out to . . . All these individualized activities are perfectly legitimate and necessary, but they should
not be construed to take the place of
recreational activities that the family
can participate in together.
What are the major obstacles to
family group participation? Many
explanations might be offered, but
only two constitute the lowest common denominator. Time and money.
This brings us back to our original
assertion that a successful family recreation program requires the attitude that time and money spent on
play are necessities, not luxuries. It
is becoming increasingly more difficult for individual members of the
Evangelical Visitor

modern family to find time in their
weekly schedules for recreation, but
it is even more difficult to find a time
that is mutually convenient for the
entire family to do something together. A glance at the appointment
schedule of the average modern family will show the virtual impossibility
of all getting together at the same
time for the same thing. The problem is not so acute for those families
with small children, but for households made up of teenagers and older,
the situation often appears to be
hopeless.
It is much more difficult to solve
the problem than to state it. Many
families have found it possible to set
aside one night a week on which the
family engages in some constructive
joint activity. This practice can apparently be carried on with great success, providing each member of the
group is determined to resist the constant threat of interruption. Success
or failure of the plan probably depends on the parents more than the
children. If the parents allow all their
free time to be filled with non-family
activities, the children are going to
do the same. The question is squarely up to the mother and father: Is it
more important to serve on a certain
worthwhile committee than it is to
play with the family? How many
fathers have been guilty of conscientiously working to set up a recreation
program for the community while
neglecting a son who would consider
it the most wonderful thing in the
world to go fishing with Dad just
once. Recreation can be eliminated
from the family time budget; but so
can sleep—for a while.
When recreation shows up in the
family's monetary budget, it hurts. It
costs money for the family to do
things together, and the larger the
family the more it costs. But, by like
token, the larger the family the more
recreation is needed. Is it any wonder that economics is often referred
to as the "dismal science"?
This is where our tastes lead us into trouble. Adopting the value structure of our modern society we are led
to believe that nothing is good unless
it is expensive. We sometimes allow
ourselves to think that our recreational enjoyment is in direct ratio to the
amount of money we spend on it. We
want our recreation to be readymade, like our clothes, and thus we
rob ourselves and our families of the
thrill of creating our own amusements.
Parents might well learn a lesson
on this point from their younger children-. The market has been flooded
with toys of the most fantastic comApril 23, 1956

plexity—robots that walk, dolls that
eat and cry, tiny automobiles that run
under their own power. These can
all be bought for a price, but the
price in dollars and cents is insignificant when compared with the price
paid in terms of the child's own
imagination and creativity. These
marvels of the modern toymaker's art
might entertain for a few hours, but
over the long haul give the eightyear-old boy a large wooden box, a
step-ladder, and a piece of rope.
Through the magic alchemy of his
fertile imagination he will have his
simple equipment converted into a
space ship before you can get out of
the backyard, and the next time you
check on him it will be a Spanish
galleon sailing off on some wondrous
adventure. Next the box becomes a
mountain cabin and then a drive-in
restaurant. And all this time the
poor robot, sentenced to banishment
for no good reason at all, is gathering
dust in the attic.
Family recreation need not be ex-

pensive to be good. When all the elements of play are purchased from the
store in terms of goods and services
the family has lost the opportunity
to use its own ingenuity and creativeness in devising new ways of entertaining itself, if the parents run out
of* ideas, they need only ask their
youngsters. What boy or girl would
suggest that we all spend the weekend at plush Palm Springs, or Sun
Valley, or Miami Beach? Much more
likely would be the suggestion that
we all take our lunch and go for a
hike, or a weekend camping trip
("Who cares if the tent leaks?"), or
a picnic at a nearby state park. The
kiddies know the limitations of our
budget sometimes better than we do.
The listing of specific family recreational activities is perhaps unnecessary here, for they will vary from
family to family and with the various
parts of the country. It is more important to understand that family recreation is a necessity—not a luxury.
Upland, California

Pennsylvania Church Holds First
Christian Home Conference
Cross Roads, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Our first Christian Home Conference convened Saturday evening, February 25 and
continued through three services Sunday.
The Christ's Crusaders planned the devotional part of each service. Guest speakers
were Bishop Charlie Byers, Bishop C. N.
Hostetter, Jr., Bishop Luke Keefer, Dr.
Harold Engle, Mrs. Charles Eshelman, and
Rev. Kenneth Hoover. These guests presented to the children, young people, and
adults much practical, workable advice for
building better Christian homes.
On Easter morning an impressive sunrise
service was held at the home of Bro. and
Sister Jay Gibble near Elizabethtown, Pa.,
when folks gathered for an inspirational
service. Rev. John Rosenberry gave a short
message followed by the "Living Hope" octette and a few testimonies.
Following in the Sunday school a cantatta was presented by a group of young
people on the story surrounding the Resurrection. In the worship service Rev. Albert
Engle, member of the Home Mission Board,
gave a message on being debtors to God for
lost souls everywhere. He pointed out the
five types of Home Mission Work the Brethren in Christ Church is engaged in and
brought to our attention our personal responsibilities to those we contact daily.
An offering of over $400.00 was lifted at
the close of the service. .
—Mrs. C. W. H.
Hollowell Church, Penna.
April 8, on Sunday we were privileged to
have Douglas Bushby from Australia, with
us for an evangelistic meeting in the evening service.
On April 15, the High School Chorus
from Messiah Academy rendered a full program of music for us and were enjoyed by
everyone present.
—N. M. B.

Cedar Grove, Mifflintown, Pa.
What a igreat privilege it was to begin
another year with God on our knees at the
close of our Watchnight Service.
Jan. 1, Bishop Luke Keefer was with us
in the morning worship and the evening
evangelistic service. One boy knelt at the
altar seeking the Lord in the evening service.
We appreciated our pastor's messages in
preparation for revival prior to our revival,
also his exposition on the Sermon on the
Mount in our prayer meetings.
Jan. 23 was the opening of a two-weeks
revival effort with Bishop .Swalm as evangelist. There was good interest and attendance shown, and Bro. Swalm's messages
were much appreciated. We praise the Lord
for those who obeyed Him and sought the
Lord. The meetings closed with three at the
altar and twelve hands for prayer. May the
seed sown continue to bring forth fruit.
Feb, 26, Bro. Harvey Lauver had charge
of the morning worship service. We appreciate Bro. Lauver's faithfulness as he assists our pastor.
Mar. 18, Bro. David Brehm of Harrisburg
brought the message. We appreciated having Bro. and Sr. Brehm in our midst.
Mar. 25, our Christ's Crusaders traveled
to Blairs Mills to worship with the brethren
there in the closing night of their revival
meeting. We were greatly benefited for this
as a number of our young people were found
at the altar and all received a blessing as
the Holy Ghost's presence was felt in a very
unusual way.
Mar. 28. Prior to our prayer meeting the
opening class of our Teacher's Training
Course was taught by our pastor, J. Edgar
Keefer. We pray God's blessing on this endeavor that we may be better prepared to
teach God's Word.
—A. R. S.
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Information for Lodging at
General Conference of 1956
For the guests who plan to attend
conference there will be lodging on
the grounds in dormitories and some
out in private homes. But for those
who desire family privileges there are
motels and some nice private homes
within a radius of 5 to 25 miles from
grounds that can be reserved for you
by paying first night down with reservation. The rates are $2.00 to
$4.00 per room per night with double
bed in private homes, and $4.00 to
$6.00 per room per night with double
bed in motels. Also there will be
room to place tents or trailers by
making arrangements. For further
information write Arthur C. Zook,
Sec, R. D. 1, Chambersburg, Pa.

MARRIAGES
For these we wish God's richest blessing and send, wun out
compliments, a year's subscription to the Evangelical Visitoi.

G-OEETSK3-WOIiCrEMUTH — Miss Mildred
Jean Wolgemuth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob B. w'olgemuth, Elizabethtown, Pa., became tne bride of Mr. Ronald W. Goretzke,
son of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Goretzke, 2070
Pine Dr., Lancaster on Saturday, March 17,
1956 in the Washington Street church of the
Brethren, Eiizabethtown. The Rev. Nevin H.
Zuek officiated.
TREY-SMITH —, On Saturday, March 17,
Sister Nancy Smith, daughter of Bro. and Sister Emonezer Smith of Mt. Joy, Pa., became
the bride of John Kurvin Fray, son of Bro. and
Sister Isaiah Frey of Conestoga, Pa. The ceremony was performed by Rev. Fred Frey, a s sisted by Rev. Paul Z. Hess, Mt. Joy, Pa.

OBITUARIES
"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."

Financial Report
BOARS OP BENEVOLENCE
FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL
Balance, January 1, 1956
$1,448.50
Receipts
Cedar Springs S. S., Pa
1S.1G
Rev. and Mrs. Albert E. Caber, 111
50.00
Miss Katie Bert, Kansas
25.00
Fairland Cong., Pa
160.00
Abilene Cong., Kansas
80.00
Valley Chapel Cong., Ohio
30.00
Navajo Community S. S. New Mexico
10.85
Maytown S. S., Pa
48.45
Lancaster Cong., Pa
76.73
Pequea S. S., Pa
114.41
Souderton S. S., Pa
65.00
Five Porks Cong., Pa
131.22
Manor S. S., P a
298.27
Refton S. S., Pa
104.78
Marsh Creek S. S„ Pa
17.66
Henry Alderfer, Siowe Mission, Pa
5.00
Graterford Cong:, Pa
94.07
Chino S. S., Calif
39.54
Free Grace S7 S., Pa
59.32
Conoy S. S.,T»a:
59.76
Montgomery Cong., Pa
56.88
Miscellaneous
.40
Total Receipts and Balance
$2,994.00
Expenditures
Paid to Beneficiaries
January
$342.50
February
342.50
March
420.00
Total Expenditures
1,105.00
Balance on Hand, April 1, 1956
$1,889.00
Musser M. Martin
Treasurer

BIRTHS
"Children are an heritage of the Lord"

KIFE—Rev. Frank and Mrs. Blanche (Landis) Kipe welcomed a son, Hartman Kenneth,
on Mar. 22, 1956 to their home in Choma, N.
Rhodesia; a brother for Franklin and Judy.
TIMMONS—Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Timmons
announce the arrival of their son, Rodney Lee
on March 31, 1956. The Timmons attend the
Hollowell Church.
MYERS—Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Myers are
parents of a daughter, Sandra Lou, born on
April 8, 1956, a sister for Debra. The Myers
attend the Hollowell Church.
NEGIiEV—Paul and Mae (Lehman) Neglev
of the Silverdale congregation are the happy
parents of a baby boy, Wendell Paul, born
March 20, 1956.

(U)
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EWCTLE—Elmer G. Engle, son of Ephriam
and Susan Gish Engle, was born in a farm
home south of Abilene, Kansas, September 13,
1882. He passed away unexpectedly a t the
family home near Abilene March 16, 1956, at
the age of 73 years, 6 months and 3 days.
He grew to manhood, and has always lived
in the Abilene community. As a youth he had
attended the State College at Ames, Iowa.
In 1908 he was united in marriage with
Ellen Hoffman, who preceded him in death in
1921. Two sons were born to this union:
Everet H. of Hutchison, Kansas, and Donald D.
of Mt. Joy, Pai n 1925 Bro. Engle was united in marriage
with Miss Sadie Hoffman.
He was converted a t the age of 28 years and
through the intervening years had maintained
an active interest in the work of the local
church and Sunday School, besides serving as
deacon since 1937. He served acceptably as
teacher of the Senior Bible Class, and for several years he cheerfully, and efficiently filled
the office of Church treasurer. In these capacities he labored humbly and faithfully in
his Master's vineyard to the end.
Surviving are his widow, Sadie of the home;
the two sons Everet and Donald; two sisters,
Mrs. Anna Zercher, of Waynesboro, Pennsylvania and Mrs. Ethel Byer of Hamlin, Kansas ;
and six grandchildren. A number of other
relatives and friends wfho share the sense of
sorrow and loss occasioned by his passing.
Memorial services were held in the Abilene
church, Monday morning, March 19. Elders
David Musser, G. E. Whisler and Bishop M. M.
Book were in charge, and the burial was in
the Abilene cemetery.
STECKIEY—Leah Heise Steckley, youngest daughter of Christopher Heise and Leah
Rhodes Heise, born at Victoria Square on August 4, 1865, died a t her home in Gormley on
March 11, 1956, aged 90 years, 7 months and 7
days. .She was converted a t an early age and
united with the Brethren in Christ Church to
which she remained a faithful member to the
end.
On February 15, 1887, she was married to
Joseph Steckley, who pre-deceased her in 1931.
They settled on the farm on the sixth concession of Whitchurch Township where they lived
until 1920 when they moved to Gormley.
Brother Steckley was ordained to the office of
deacon in 1916, and together they served the
church in this capacity until Brother Steckley's
death after which Sister Steckley continued to
serve until failing health rendered it impossible.
To this union were born ten children: four
sons and six daughters: Louise, (wife of
Bishop Alvin Winger), Elsie, (Mrs. Roy Wideman), Anna, Ida, (Mrs. Roy Brillinger), Elmer.
Clarence, Levi, Clara, Walter, and Luella,
(Mrs. George Sheffer). There are also thirtyeight grandchildren, thirty-six great-grandchildren, one aged brother, Levi Heise now residing at Fort Erie, many nephews and nieces, including three great-great-great nieces.
Sister Steckley enjoyed unusual good health
throughout the years until the fall of 1952
when she suffered a stroke which resulted in
her being confined to her bed since that time.
She bore her affliction patiently.
Her con-

tinual comfort during her affliction was from
the Word of God and many of her favorite
hymns which she knew by memory.
During these years of affliction she was tenderly cared for by her two daughters, Clara,
and Anna, who was a missionary in India for
thirty years, but was happy to be with her
mother during her illness. She will be greatly
missed by the family, and the community.
The funeral was held on Wednesday, March
14 with a short service at the home in charge
of Rev. Roy Nigh, followed by a service at the
Heise Hill Church, in charge of Rev. J. R.
Steckley, assisted by Rev. Wm. Vanderbenl.
At these services the Gormley Harmonaires
male quartette sang, "Let Me Go Where Saints
are Going," "Meet Me There," and "Precious
Memories." The congregation also sang sev •
eral favorites of Sister Steckley's. Interment
was made in the Heise Hill Cemetery.

Love Feasts
Mooretown
Rust
Garland
Detroit
Gladwin

Michigan

April 28-29
Mav 5-6
May 19-20
May 26-27
June 2-3

Ohio
Valley Chapel Spring Communion Service
Saturday and Sunday May 12 and 13
Highland Love Feast Services
Saturday and Sunday May 26 and 27
begin 1:30 Sat.
Sippo Valley Spring Love Faast Services
Saturday and Sunday June 9 and 10
Kentucky
Itculah Chapel Love Feast
Saturday afternoon and evening April 28
Knifiey Love Feast
Saturday afternoon and evening May 19
Ontario
llowick
April 14-15 (Sat. at 2 p.m.)
Penna.
Air Hill
May 16-17
Silverdale, Pa
May 19-20
Services begin Saturday at 2 o'clock.
Mastersonville, P a
June 9-10
Antrim Church....Sat. and Sun,. May 19 and 20
Services begin 10:00 a.m. Saturday
Cumberland District
Mechanicsburg
10:00 a.m. Saturday, May 19
Regular Services Sunday
Lykens Valley-Juniata-Mifnin District
Granville
April 28-29 (Starting 2 p.m.)
Free Grace
May 5-6 (Starting 10:30 a.m.)
Cedar Grove
June 2-3 (Starting 10:30 a.m.)

Evangelistic Slate
Bethel Church, .Sylvatus, Va.-.Apr. 29 - May 13
Rev. Homer Sawyer, Wesleyan Methodist
Pastor and Evangelist from Christiansburg,
Va„ will serve as evangelist.

BMECJ
news & notes
A New P a x F r o n t i e r
F o u r y o u n g m e n i n t e r e s t e d in r a i s i n g
cows a n d crops a r e needed to join t h e P a x
u n i t b e i n g f o r m e d in Indonesia.
A n e w field of a g r i c u l t u r a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
is being opened on T i m o r I s l a n d of Indonesia. L e o n a r d K i n g s l e y , a f o r m e r h i g h
school vocational a g r i c u l t u r e t e a c h e r in Indiana, h a s gone to t h e island a n d is surveyi n g specific needs in e s t a b l i s h i n g a n d directing a p r o g r a m of a g r i c u l t u r a l i m p r o v e m e n t .
Two P a x m e n a l r e a d y h a v e been a s s i g n e d
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t o t h e u n i t . T h e y a r e E d g a r Hoover of Detroit, K a n s . , and A l b e r t Hoover, Troy, Ohio.
F o u r additional m e n will be needed t h i s
autumn.
T i m o r i s one in a c h a i n of islands i n t h e
I n d i a n ocean k n o w n a s t h e L e s s e r S u n d a
I s l a n d s , about 400 miles n o r t h e a s t of Aust r a l i a a n d about 800 miles south of t h e
Philippine I s l a n d s . More t h a n 5,128,000 persons a r e e s t i m a t e d t o be living in t h e L e s s e r
Sunda chain. More t h a n 90 p e r cent of t h e
Indonesian Populace is Moslem, t h e r e m a i n i n g 10 p e r cent divided a m o n g C h r i s t i a n s ,
Hindus and Buddhists.
W h e n t h e Republic of Indonesia g a i n e d
independence i n 1945 f r o m T h e N e t h e r l a n d s ,
t h e C h r i s t i a n Church suddenly h a d to become self-supporting. B u t t h e economic
level of t h e people is so low t h a t it is alm o s t impossible for t h e m t o do m o r e t h a n
m a k e t h e i r own living.
T h i s is w h e r e t h e P a x p r o g r a m fits into
t h e scene. To improve t h e breeding, feeding a n d care of livestock will r a i s e t h e
e a r n i n g p o t e n t i a l of t h e s e people a n d ultim a t e l y m e a n a s t r o n g e r C h r i s t i a n Church
in Timor.
A p p l i c a n t s who h a v e a sense of mission
will be p r e f e r r e d for a s s i g n m e n t t o t h e
project since t h e island offers extensive opp o r t u n i t i e s for religious work. Applications
should b e s e n t to MCC soon, for six m o n t h s
a r e r e q u i r e d t o obtain v i s a s .
P a x w o r k e r s also a r e needed in P a r a g u a y
for r o a d construction and in G e r m a n y for

r

Missions in America

Missions ana (*) Mission Pastorates
Chicago Mission: 6039 Halsted Street, Chicago
21, Illinois; Telephone—Wentworth 6-7122;
Carl Carlson, Avis Carlson, Alice Albright,
Sara Brubaker, Grace Sider
etroit, (God's Love Mission): 1524 Third St.,
Residence—3986 Humboldt St., Detroit 8,
Mich.; Telephone—Tyler 5-1470; Paul Hill,
Evelyn Hill, E r m a Hoke

Harrisburg (Messiah Lighthouse Chapel) 1175
Bailey St., Harrisburg, Pa.; Telephone—
Harrisburg—CEdar 2-6488; Joel Carlson,
F a i t h Carlson, Elizabeth Kanode, Beulah
Lyons, Grace Robb
Iios Angeles (Door of Hope Mission) Fifth
and Wall Streets, Los Angeles, Calif.; Residence—551% North Third Avenue, Upland,
Calif.; Adolf Jordan, Evelyn Jordan
Philadelphia Mission: 3423 North Second St.,
Philadelphia 40,. Pa.; Telephone—NEbraska
4-6431; William Rosenberry, Anna Rosenberry, Anita Brechbill
San Francisco (Life Line Gospel Mission) 224
Sixth St., San Francisco 3, Calif.; Residence,
311 Scott St., San Francisco 17, Calif.; Telephone—UNderhill 1-4820; H a r r y Buckwalter,
Katie Buckwalter, Edith Yoder, Florence
Faus
Toronto Mission: Church, 150 Gamble Street,
Toronto 6, Ontario, Canada; Parsonage. 231
Gamble St., Toronto 6, Ont., Canada; Telephone—Gladstone 8383; Ronald Lofthouse,
Marjorie Lofthouse, Myrtle Steckley, Ruth
Steckley
*AHjuctuerque, New Mexico: Parsonage, 3014
Sierra Drive, N. E. Albuquerque, New
Mexico; Telephone—4-0414; Paul Wingerd
*Allisonia, Virginia (Farris Mines): Telephone
—Pulaski 28628; Rupert Turman, pastor;
Edith Davidson
*Altoona—Church: Fifth Avenue and 37th St.,
Altoona, Pa.; Parsonage: 3701 Sixth Ave..
Altoona, Pa.; Telephone—35527; Gerald Wingert, pastor
*Blair's Mills, Pa.: Parsonage, Orrstown, Pa.,
R. D. 1, Box 50; Roy Beltz, pastor
•Blandburg, p a . : Edward Hackman, pastor
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c o n s t r u c t i n g h o m e s for r e f u g e e families.
A p p l i c a n t s a r e invited to w r i t e to t h e MCC
P e r s o n n e l Office, A k r o n , P a .
N . Y. E v a n g e l i c a l s Get ( a n d L o s e )
P a i d Broadcast T i m e
E v a n g e l i c a l radio b r o a d c a s t e r s in t h e N e w
Y o r k City a r e a , involved in a " p a i d t i m e "
s k i r m i s h w i t h t h e t h e N a t i o n a l Council of
Churches, h a v e been b o t h losers a n d victors.
Victors w e r e Billy G r a h a m ' s " H o u r of Decision" and C a l v a r y B a p t i s t church; losers
w e r e E r l i n g Olson and H e r r m a n n B r a u n l i n .
" H o u r of Decision," b r e a k i n g t h r o u g h
N B C ' s l o n g - s t a n d i n g b a n a g a i n s t sale of
t i m e t o religious g r o u p s a n d o u t m a n e u v e r ing NCC a t t e m p t s to force n e t w o r k s to accept a "free t i m e " only policy, is dropmri^
M u t u a l a n d u s i n g both A B C a n d N B C effective A p r i l 22.
Russian Delegation
On M a r c h 24 a special session of t h e MCC
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e m e t to r e a p p r a i s e t h e
proposed delegation to R u s s i a . T h e Comm i t t e e concluded t h a t t h e s t a t e d p u r p o s e of
t h e A n n u a l MCC M e e t i n g in December h a d
been too b r o a d for full inclusion in this first
visit. T h e principal concern a t t h i s t i m e is
t o establish contact, to fellowship a n d hold
services w i t h other C h r i s t i a n people in R u s sia, including Mennonites.
T h e m e m b e r s n o w a p p o i n t e d t o t h i s deleg a t i o n a r e H a r o l d S. Bender, c h a i r m a n , of
Goshen, Ind.; H . M. E p p , Abbotsford, B. C ,

Bloomfield, New Mexico, c/o Blanco Trading
Post (Navajo Indian Mission); J. Wilmer
Heisey, superintendent, Velma Heisey, Ida
Rosenberger, Rosa Eyster, Charles Myers,
Jr., Peggy Myers, Martha Long, Dorothy
Charles, Jane Monn, Rachel Eshelman,
Urania Williams, Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Heisc
*Check, Virginia (Adney's Gap): I. Raymond
Conner, pastor
*Collingwood, Ont., Canada: Isaac Schmucker,
pastor
De Rossett, Tennessee, Edgar Giles, pastor
*Detroit Church: Myrtle Street,
Michigan; Paul Hill, pastor

Detroit,

*Everett, Pennsylvania (Clear Creek and Ray's
Cove): Ross Morningstar, pastor; Everett,
Pa., R. D. 1
*0rladwin, Michigan: Marion Walker, pastor
*Gtrants Pass, Oregon: 1300 Highway 199,
(Redwood Country Church); Glenn Diller,
pastor
*Hanover, Pennsylvania, R. D. 4, (Conewago):
Samuel Lady, pastor
*Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, R. D. 2, (Canoe
Creek): Sheldon Wilson, pastor
*Hunlock Creek, Pennsylvania: Thomas Bouch,
pastor
*Ickesburg, Pennsylvania (Saville Church in
Liberty Valley): Roy Musser, pastor
*Iron Springs, Pennsylvania: James
pastor, Greencastle, Pa., R. D. 3

Lesher,

Kentucky:
Ella, Kentucky: Elam Dohner. superintendent; Helen Dohner, Esther Ebersole.
Elizabeth Hess, nurse, Knifley, Ky.
*(Jarlin: Wilbur Benner, pastor
*Knifley: P. B. Friesen, pastor
*Kittanning, Pennsylvania (Sunnyside ChaDel):
Donald Fisher, pastor. Address—Kittanhing,
Pa., R. D. 5

and David B. Wiens of Saskatoon, Sask.
T h e y p l a n a m a x i m u m of 30 days in R u s sia provided t h e visas a r e g r a n t e d .

Items from the News
Dr. Louis H . E v a n s , m i n i s t e r - a t - l a r g e for
thfi B o a r d of N a t i o n a l Missions of t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church in t h e U.S.A., s a y s h e is
not discouraged by t h e a p p a r e n t p a r a d o x of
increased church a t t e n d a n c e side b y side
w i t h r i s i n g delinquency a n d o t h e r anti-social
t r e n d s . E v e n t u a l l y , he feels, t h e p r e s e n t r e t u r n t o religion will " m a k e itself felt a m o n g
those who a r e now unchurched, and in succeeding g e n e r a t i o n s of y o u n g people."
S p e a k e r s Announced for
A n n u a l Y F C Convention
E v a n g e l i s t Billy G r a h a m will h e a d t h e
r o s t e r of s p e a k e r s a t t h e a n n u a l convention
of Y o u t h for Christ I n t e r n a t i o n a l , to be held
a t W i n o n a L a k e , I n d i a n a , J u l y 1 t o 15.
O t h e r well-known e v a n g e l i s t s slated t o
s p e a k a r e Bob Cook, J a c k Shuler, Bob
Pierce, T. W . Wilson, Cedric S e a r s , J a c k
Cochrane, Carl Bihl, J o e W e a t h e r l y , Sam
W o l g e m u t h , a n d Bob S a v a g e .
T h e n e w t e e n - a g e d r a m a t i c film "Sevent e e n , " produced b y Y o u t h for Christ, will
be p r e m i e r e d d u r i n g t h e convention. Another h i g h l i g h t will be t h e n a t i o n a l highschool Bible quiz contests, a n d the national

*I.lewellyn, Pennsylvania: Cyrus Landis, pastor
Meath P a r k Station, Saskatchewan, Canada:
Lome Lichty, Mrs. Lome Lichty
*Massillon, Ohio, (Christian Fellowship Mission), 118 South Avenue, S. E.; Eli Hostetler, Sr., pastor
*Orlando Florida: 1712 Cook Street; Telephone:
Orlando—20789; Harold Wolgemuth, pastor
•Ringgold, Maryland: Herbert Hoover, pastor'
Route 2, S'mithsburg, Maryland
Saskatchewan, Canada:
*Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada; Robert Sider.
pastor
*Kindersley, Saskatchewan, Canada: John Garman, pastor
Saxton, Pennsylvania: Andrew Slagemveit.
pastor, Martinsburg, Pa.; Ruth Keller, Anne
Wyld, Saxton, Pa.
*Shanesville, Ohio: Atlee Harshberger, pastor
*Sherman's Valley and Riddlesburg: Marl in
Ressler, pastor, Riddlesburg, Pa.
*Stowe, Pennsylvania: Parsonage, 527 Glasgow
St.; Telephone — P o t t s t o w n * 1211J; John
Bicksler, pastor
*Sylvatus, Virginia (Bethel Mission): Telephone—Sylvatus 482; John Schock, pastor
*Three Springs, Pennsylvania (Center Grove
Chapel): Art Cooper, pastor
Tillsonburg, Ontario Canada:
Walsingham Center: Tillsonburg, Ontario,
Canada; Arthur Heise, Verna Heip«*Houghton Center: Basil
Langton, Ontario, Canada

Long,

pastor,

*Progmore Church: Alonza Vanatter, pastor,
Tillsonburg, Ontario, Canada
*trniontown, Ohio: Walter Lehman, pastor:
Parsonage, 2396 E. Turkey Foot Lake Road.
Akron 12, Ohio; Telephone—Akron, Oxford
9-3028
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finals of the teen-age speaking and musical
talent contests. Thousands of teen-agers
now are participating in local rally Bible
quizzes and talent contests, later to compete
in regional finals in hopes of winning the
right to compete in the national finals at
Winona Lake.
Evangelical Pastor. Blasts
Integration as "Idiocy"
When 2,000 pastors met at Columbia,
South Carolina, for a state-wide Baptist
conference on evangelism they expected to
hear a fiery speech from Dr. W. A. Criswell,
pastor of the First Baptist church, Dallas,
Texas. What they heard left them surprised, silent—and troubled.
National and world councils of churches-;
are preaching "a spurious doctrine of the
universal fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man," Dr. Criswell said. "They
want to swallow us up and speak for us. Bui
the things that they speak—half of them—
are just blasphemous and unbiblical as they
can be."
Advocates of integration are "infidels in
dirty shirts, dying from the neck up," the
earthy Texan declared. "The stuff" that they
"are trying to ram down our throats now is
all foolishness; it is idiocy. . . . They try to
make me feel like a dirty, low-down, mangy
louse of a dog. They say, 'Just look at that
guy.' They tell me that if I am a Christian,
I must agree with them."
Dr. Criswell continued his attack in an
address to the South Carolina state legislature, strongly advocating not only racial but
religious segregation and saying that
church groups should "stick to their own
kind."
Evangelist Billy Graham, a member of
Dr. Crisweirs church, does not agree. He
told reporters: "My pastor and I have never
seen eye to- eye on the race question."
Waterloo, Iowa
"We have seen a miracle" is the testimony of thousands of people in Waterloo,
Iowa, where the Christ for Greater Waterloo Crusade has just been completed with
Dr. Merv Rosell of La Canada, California,
as evangelist.
Utilizing the Hippodrome, the largest
auditorium in the city, the two week crusade was attended by thousands each night
from a community which was strangely
moved by the Holy Spirit.
Included in the several hundred souls who
came to Jesus Christ for salvation were
man and women, young people, and boys
and girls from all walks of life. Outstanding among the converts was that of a former major league ball player who made a
break from sin and alcoholism to receive Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. At one
service 165 young people dedicated their life
to Jesus Christ for Christian service in any
way that Christ should lead. A Saturday
night youth service closed with over 400
young people taking a courageous stand for
a life of purity and chastity. At the closing
service on Sunday afternoon, March 25, 400
men stepped out to pledge their lives to
Christ in a dedication of time and talent and
their resources to the building of strong
Christian homes.

BEOTHEE5 IN CHKIST

' BE KINDLY AFFECTIOWED ONE TO ANOTHER. WITH BROTHERLY

American Indian an Indian church, the
Spanish American a Spanish church, and the
Chinese and Japanese Americans a church
fellowship composed of people representing
their race and nationalities.
Some folks would see nothing wrong with
this system if everyone has a church to go
to. However, such a system is hard to come
to from the New Testament which insists
that we practice our Christianity without
respect to persons. And furthermore, the
system so apparently stems from AngloSaxon domination of our religious practices
and is actually directed against people of
color or people of other national groups.
A Negro Lutheran attempted to attend a
white Lutheran church in a city where he
was visiting and was denied entrance because no Negro Lutheran worshipped there.
Such situations obtain in other denominations also. They cannot be explained to people from other countries who are observing
Christianity in action in the U.S. except for
what they really are, demonstrations of race
prejudice.

Do we really believe that Jesus meant
what He said: "Other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd?" (John
10:16.) You may be taking one of three
attitudes.
You may be saying: "People of all races
are welcome to hear the Gospel, but not in
my church." This attitude is passive and
will not bring the world to Christ.
Or, you may say, "I will give for missionaries and mission workers to take the
Gospel to people of another color or nationality, but I can't invite them to my church.
Someone should take the Gospel to them,
but not me."
Or, you can take what seems to be the
New Testament attitude on the question: "I
will invite people of color or of another
nationality to my church to participate
equally in church activities, to send their
children to Sunday school with my children,
and to come to my house as guests."
L. C. Hartzler, in Gospel Herald

America's Greatest Houn of Segregation
Someone has recently observed that the
greatest hour of segregation in the U.S.
comes at 11:00 o'clock on Sunday morning
when we go to church to worship God. In
spite of our insistence that the U.S. is "the
land of the free and the home of the brave,"
we are not free enough or brave enough to
worship together. Hence, the American
Negro must seek a Negro church, the
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